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String quartet no.1- Unfamiliar lands is a two movement String Quartet 

composed during my residency as a Doctoral student/candidate at the 

University of Toronto. The piece clearly reflects my influences which are 

rooted in romanticism, minimalism, and early-twentieth century 

post tonal techniques. Moreover, it clearly displays my interest in 

Middle Eastern rhythms and modes.

The work reflects my life as a traveler, observer, 

and explorer of different places and cultures. It is persistently on the 

move with highly rhythmical and contrapuntal textures sweeping through 

endlessly until they break free into highly dramatic, and emotional 

climaxes.

Restlessness, instability, passion, longing, anger, hope, continuity,and

nostalgia were all recurring emotions that I went through while 

composing this piece. I strongly believe these emotions 

helped shape the work and became an integral part of it.
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